Inside Out

Birds                                                                                                                                                 worksheet A
Birds live almost everywhere on our planet, from the Arctic to the Antarctic. In total there are (1) ______________ different species, from the bee hummingbird, which measures only five centimetres, to the 2.7 metre (3) ______________ . 

There are, of course, some characteristics that all birds have, such as feathers, beaks (with no teeth) and wings. The reason almost all birds are able to fly is that 
(5) __________________________________________________________ . Another characteristic is the laying of eggs, usually in a nest.

Most birds are diurnal, which means they are active during the daytime and rest at night. (7) ______________ birds, such as the owl, do the opposite.

The tropical parts of the world have the greatest variety of birds and also most of the very brightly coloured ones, such as parrots, hummingbirds and flamingos. 

A surprising fact is that (9) ______________ also now has a growing population of wild parrots. No one is sure how they first arrived (some people think a few parrots escaped from a film set near London in the 1950s, and began to breed) but there are now thousands of these bright green, noisy birds, many of them living in parks in the south and west of London.   

A person who studies birds is called an (11) ______________ . As well as the small number of professional ornithologists there are many people who study birds as a hobby and who like to go bird-watching, which usually involves going to the countryside to look at wild birds, and in particular to try to see rare species. 

In Britain there is an organisation called the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) that tries to (13) _______________________________________ . It has more than one million members (out of a total population of (15) ______________ ), which shows the high level of interest in birds in Britain.

Unfortunately, it seems organisations like the RSPB have a lot of work to do, as at least a thousand species of birds are in danger of becoming extinct. In almost every case the reason is that the birds are losing their habitat, usually due to the growth of agriculture, roads and cities, or to climate change. 

Birds                                                                                                                                                 worksheet B
Birds live almost everywhere on our planet, from the Arctic to the Antarctic. In total there are around 10,000 different species, from the (2) __________________ , which measures only five centimetres, to the 2.7 metre ostrich. 

There are, of course, some characteristics that all birds have, such as 
(4) ______________ , beaks (with no teeth) and wings. The reason almost all birds are able to fly is that their skeletons are very light and the muscles that control their wings are very strong. Another characteristic is the laying of eggs, usually in 
(6) ______________ .

Most birds are diurnal, which means they are active during the daytime and rest at night. Nocturnal birds, such as the owl, do the opposite.

The (8) ______________ parts of the world have the greatest variety of birds and also most of the very brightly coloured ones, such as parrots, hummingbirds and flamingos. 

A surprising fact is that Britain also now has a growing population of wild parrots. No one is sure how they first arrived (some people think a few parrots escaped from a film set near London in the 1950s, and began to breed) but there are now 
(10) ______________ of these bright green, noisy birds, many of them living in parks in the south and west of London.   

A person who studies birds is called an ornithologist. As well as the small number of professional ornithologists there are many people who study birds as a hobby and who like to go bird-watching, which usually involves 
(12) ___________________________________________________ , and in particular to try to see rare species. 

In Britain there is an organisation called the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) that tries to protect wild birds and their natural habitat. It has 
(14) ______________ members (out of a total population of 60 million), which shows the high level of interest in birds in Britain.

Unfortunately, it seems organisations like the RSPB have a lot of work to do, as 
(16) _______________________ species of birds are in danger of becoming extinct. In almost every case the reason is that the birds are losing their habitat, usually due to the growth of agriculture, roads and cities, or to climate change. 
Birds                                                                                                                                                 worksheet C

Exercise 1
Team A

Write questions to find out the missing information in the text on Worksheet A.

1. _________________________________________________________________ ?
3. _________________________________________________________________ ?
5. _________________________________________________________________ ?
7. _________________________________________________________________ ?
9. _________________________________________________________________ ?
11. ________________________________________________________________ ?
13. ________________________________________________________________ ?
15. ________________________________________________________________ ?
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Team B
Write questions to find out the missing information in the text on Worksheet B.

2. _________________________________________________________________ ?
4. _________________________________________________________________ ?
6. _________________________________________________________________ ? 

8. _________________________________________________________________ ?
10. ________________________________________________________________ ?
12. ________________________________________________________________ ?
14. ________________________________________________________________ ?
16. ________________________________________________________________ ?
Birds                                                                                                                    worksheet D
Exercise 2

Fill in the gaps to complete the text.

Birds live almost (1) ev _ _ _ _ _ _ re on our planet, from the Arctic to the Antarctic. In total there are around 10,000 different (2) sp _ _ i _ s, from the bee 
(3) hu _ _ _ _ _ bird, which measures only five centimetres, to the 2.7 metre ostrich.
There are, of course, some (4) cha _ _ _ _ er _ _ _ _ cs that all birds have, such as feathers, beaks (with no teeth) and (5) w _ _ _ s. The reason almost all birds are able to fly is that their (6) _ _ _ _ _ tons are very light and the muscles that control their wings are very strong. Another characteristic is the (7) _ _ y _ ng of eggs, usually in a nest.

Most birds are diurnal, which means they are active during the daytime and (8) _ e _ t at night. Nocturnal birds, such as the (9) o _ _ , do the opposite.

The tropical parts of the world have the greatest (10) var _ _ _ y of birds and also most of the very (11) b _ _ _ _ tly coloured ones, such as parrots, hummingbirds and flamingos. 

A surprising fact is that Britain also now has a growing (12) pop _ _ _ _ _ on of wild parrots. No one is sure how they first arrived (some people think a few parrots escaped from a film set near London in the 1950s, and began to (13) br _ _ d) but there are now thousands of these bright green, (14) n _ i _ y birds, many of them living in parks in the south and west of London.
A person who studies birds is called an ornithologist. As well as the small number of (15) pr_ _ e _ _ io _ _ l ornithologists there are many people who study birds as a hobby and who like to go (16) bird- w _ _ _ hi _ _ , which usually involves going to the countryside to look at wild birds, and in particular to try to see (17) _ _ re species. 

In Britain there is an organisation called the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) that tries to protect wild birds and their natural habitat. It has more than one million (18) me _ _ _ _ s (out of a total population of 60 million), which shows the high level of interest in birds in Britain.

Unfortunately, it seems organisations like the RSPB have a lot of work to do, as at least a thousand species of birds are in danger of becoming (19) ext _ _ _ t. In almost every case the reason is that the birds are losing their habitat, usually due to the growth of agriculture, roads and cities, or to (20) c _ _ ma _ _ change.
This page has been downloaded from www.insideout.net.

It is photocopiable, but all copies must be complete pages. Copyright © Macmillan Publishers Limited 2008.


