
Worksheet 

This page is photocopiable, but all copies must be complete pages. Copyright © Macmillan Publishers Limited 2004.

macmillan

Essential
dictionary

wipe

stagger

chat show

Expand your vocabulary

Introduction

Some words have a very general meaning, and it can be
more exact or more interesting to find other more
suitable words. This worksheet shows you how the
Macmillan Essential Dictionary can help you to do this.

In the dictionary you will find boxes called Other ways of
saying… Here is an example:

This box shows you six other verbs that can be used
instead of cook, and it gives you information on how to
use them.

Activity 1

Find the entry for the verb clean in the dictionary. Look
at the box called Other ways of saying clean. Find the
words that best describe these actions:

a to clean a surface using a wet cloth _______________

b to clean something with water 
and soap _______________

c to clean something by rubbing 
hard with a brush and water _______________

d to clean something with a long 
handle brush _______________

Activity 2

Find the entry for the verb walk. Look at the box called
Other ways of saying walk. Find the words that best
describe the following actions:

a to walk, but almost falling over _______________

b to walk in a relaxed way for 
pleasure _______________

c to walk quietly, on your toes _______________

d to walk slowly without lifting your 
feet off the ground _______________

e to walk quickly, taking large steps _______________

Activity 3

Work with a partner. List as many types of television
programme you can think of.

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Activity 4

Now find the entry for television in the dictionary. Look
at the box called Types of television programme and
find the names for these kinds of TV programme:

a interviews with famous people _______________

b a programme dealing with facts 
or historical events _______________

c a programme where the same 
characters appear in funny 
situations _______________

d a programme where the same 
characters appear in situations 
that are like ordinary life _______________

e a programme that gives the latest 
information about the day’s events _______________
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